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25X1 


U May 


MEMORANDUM FOP: r 

Brig. General Chester V. Giiitosl 
Military Aude to the President 
The /hue House 


25X1 


Mr. Dulles asked that the attached 
memorandum for the President he 
forwarded to you. 


25X1 


-..vecutive v flic* r 


cc: McGeorge Bundy 


Attachment: Memorandum for the President 

signed by Mr. Dulles dated 11 May 61, 
attaching extracts from an editorial 
by James Reston in N. Y. Times of 
10 May 61 and comments thereto. 


Distribution: 

Original - Addressee w/att 
1 - McGeorge Bundy w/cy att 
•T - DCI w/cy att 
1 - ER w/o att 
1 - DDC1 w/cy att 
V— c/wOiA/h o-s/c '-f oCPX 

/ - J9/q//> 
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ME MOilAJNUUJiit Tha 


Attached *re eatraet* £»«*-<■* *r aritoriaJ 

by Jjunes Kastsii iet Ta« N«» Y o*k Timea a/ 1C Isay I9&1 
a»d coa -euts thereto. 


9% 


. Cyllets 
; .r«ei3r 


O/DDCI/ CP' Cabell [] 
Distribution: 

Orig j6e3 - Addressee 
l - DCI 
1 - DDCI 
1 - ER 

i - c/v;hF1 

l - DD/P 1 1 
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--PINTS IN AKTIG C.y OF iC MAY 


Point it ’’CIA oiflcUU iwpricoft^ Qw Cuban ref***** .etiitri during 

the landing**. " 

1 lit S?'acl«: 


At no time were member* ©1 tk« C«»ci! mipriwamstl o 

f; ■. r!.q.ara.r..ali it tmi h»*n »i iMvmii The truth t.i the matter is 


activities were taking p.ace, the Cuban readers were in deed 
asked to restrict themselves to the immediate surroundings 
»£ the former Commandant f t quarters. St nac been anticipated 
that this »#ri«3w? «>£ ttoistion would not »3r.c**.;<S 48 boars. It 
turned out ft. have been about a 0 hours. At no time was any 
outside pressure used. Th* Cuban leaders agreed to the 
desirability ©» remaining ia seciusien during this period. 


25X1 


.Point 2: ' . , . CiA officials put out misleading iniormation in their 

(the Cuban refugee leader*) name. " 

The i acts; 


AU information put out in the name of the Cuban leaders during 
the tatter*' isolation, was ti on* so only after rev.sw ami approval 
m the information by at tea*?. one member of the Cuban group. 

The information was that designed to keep the Cuban* lighting and 
was in the form of official statements by the leaders or bu*. etinr. 
an the progress of the strike force and based on fact or such 
sketchy mformarina as was available at that time. 
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'• '-mat 3: ' d f hea Ike aacings »Urt«ti, American reporter* m Miami were 

Uti4 that this was an ‘ invasion ' oi areumi S. men. - , - 

The facts: 

Mo oiiiciai oi CIA, n accordance with security code, ever 
revealed prior to the invasion, any indication oi the slat* oi 
to# strike force. On the other hand, it can at*© he said that 
.no responsible Caban axiie reader of the unified '.apposition 
made any reierence to iha figure of a 5, OS^um strike tore©. 
Unlartu&ateiy, howevei , with the American press utilising 
uninformed Cubans in Miami without benefit of esnftnnatioa 
smh iished the information. One* printed in Miami other 
publications reported the figure; thus, perpetuating the fiction 
of a huge strike force, fine had ne sanction try sit her the 
Cuban leaders or CIA. 


Point 4; vf hen the lauding , . , began to get in trouble, however, 

officials here in Washington out out toe story * tods tins# to 
minimise the defeat ia the mi »de oi the American people » 
that there was no invasion at aid but merely a landing of 

Sobss ad<-*--KK‘ rron . . . ' 

The Facts: 

Along the fate evening hours of iV April It was decided at 
Headquarters te correct the press by indicating through 
cleared assets, and as emanating from the Cuban suite 
leaders, the tree else of the strike tores as being m the 
neighborhood of a thousand. Here again there is no truth of toe 
informatioa that toe Agency released the figure of JWQ-3dv man 
force or that to© force was merely to supply guerrillas, > arthcr, 
the t*m» invasion was ©ne created and repeated only by the 
press; toe Cuban exile Leaders had specifically been cautioned 
not in use tbs term, invasion. 
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Point 5: 5 *B©tfa times else Caeir© Gevtrmsim aoc it* Soviet dhritert 

knew fi'wet'-. their own agents in the Aatt»Caet*o refugee camps 
and from their own observations on the beaches that the** 
pronoasneement# were false a so *1 Wy. And both time* the 
American yeopi* were the ©»iy oae* to be feeie4. , " 

The Fact*; 

No CIA official released any strike force ft far* s on the 
military operation. A* indicated in Point <* above, the only 
iiguru re* eased (and then leaked oat as coming from the 
exiled Cuban leader*) was the true one, that is *ia the 
neighborhood of a thousand. : 

A ay ‘looting of the American people" was a resell of the 
American press using aacomirxrsd information. 

-’oint 6; "Officials here mot only encouraged the nub U cation of false 

mlormation on the Cuban exercise but resented publication of 
Iks fact that the CIA actually imprisoned Cuban refugee* because 
the latter didn't like the way the CIA was running the show. " 

The Facts: 

There is »c basis in tact that Cabans were imprisoned because 
the Cubans did not like the way CIA wae running the show. 

The records show that the only persons detained ware those 
who were detained by their own Cuban leaders, as persons 
who were malcomema, AWOJUS* agitators and deserters, anc 
Ikn* threatened the security and impaired the efficiency of the 
strike force. Some of these were removed fr..m the scene to 
protect them tram their Cuban colleagues, who threatened 
violence. 
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■omt V: ft (the paese) knew that the 13. S. CowraKieal was breaking 

its treaty commitment® and placing the reputation ot the United 
State® is the hand® of a poorly trained ar*d squabbling hand oi 

refuges** ' 


The Facta: 


"i he Cuban military eicmantt received anenUant training by 
well. qualified military »cnior* and ware weii-eo-alpped with 
modern weapon®. The troops were observed daring training and 
«i»js«!iv*i8 as length by representatives of the JFCS who rated 
■their performance a® professional and whose cfea«ee» of 
success were goon, in addition, see attached cable from 
Colonel Hawking, U.S. M.C, alter hi® final inspection of 
Paerte Cabeaa*. 
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' 'll 

" : 


EVALUATION BY COLONEL HA WKIN S OH 11 April mi 

My observations last iew days have mcrtated my co»Oiiac<t in ability 
this force to accomplish «%ot oaly tana*. combat missions. to a.ao ultimate 
objective fig Castro overthrow. 


Brigade sad battalion cwmtaderi now kunw a-i detail# o£ pisa and arc 
eaihi&s iaaiie, Ihese officers are young. vigorous, i.ateiiigsm. and motivated 
with, a isaaff eat urge to feegis battle for which moat i i them have been 
preparing in the ragged condition# of training camp# tor almost a year. 

I have talked to many of then 1 in their language. Without- exception they 
have utmost confidence ia their ability to win. They #ay they know their 
own people and believe alter they have inflicted oaa serious defeat upon 
■apposing forces, the tatter will m*U away frorr Castro, whom they have as 
wish to support. They #ay it is Cuban tradition to join a winner sod they 
have supreme confidence they w il win any aatd ail engagement* against the 
best Castro ha a to offer. 1 share their confidence. 

The brigade is w*M organisad and is more beavr y armed and better 
ivguipped im. some rasps eta than U. b. fntasiry units, ’l fee men have received 
intensive training in the use of their woaoona including more Bring experience 
than U. S. troops worn <1 norms! ly receive. I was in- pressed with the serious 
attitude of the men as they arrived here mad moved to their ships. Movements 
were quiet, disciplined, and efficient and the embarkation was accomplished 
with remarkable smoothness. 

4, The brigade aow numbers 1400, a truly formidable lore®. 

f>. I have also carefully observed the Cuban Air so -css* Ths air craft are 
kepi with pride and son e of the B-24 crews are so eager to commence 
contemplated operation# that they have already armed their aircraft. My 
base commander informed me today that he consider# the B-7,6 squadron 
equal to the best 0. 5* Air fur ca squadron. 

6 . The brigade offices-# do not expect help from U. 8 . Armed Forces. 

They ask only for conti used delivery of supplies. This can be dose covertly. 


7. This Cuban force is motivated, strong, well trainad, armed to the teeth, 
and ready* l believe profoundly that it wouid be a serious mistake tor the 
United State# to deter it from iislateadad purpose. 
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